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Maps
can jog
running
routes

BY AMICK JESDANUN
The Associabed Press

he search company

responsible for

coumtless eurs of

sitting by a computer
screen can help you burm
calories, too,

Tor plan jogging roufes and
track mileage, running enthu-
siasts are furndng to sites that
tap online mapping services
fromn Google Inc. and its
rivals, &s somecne who has
logged every mile oma
spreadshest since December
2000 (10,148.7 and counting)
these free tooks help fuel my
obsession with how far ['ve
TumL

After trying several of the
Web services during a recent
West Coast trip, ] found
there's no substitute for
sdrnpliciby.

I've lomg been a fan of
Gmap Pedometer, created as
a hobby by a first-time
mEcathoner In Hoboken, ML
Although T have since come
across flashier tools packed
with more features, I returned
toy Gy ol of frustration
each time,

[hesplte bts sparse ook,
Gmap is highly functional and
£33y ko Use.

You simply race your routs
on a Google map as iff vou
were leaving bread crumbs,
clicking your mouse o place
mearkers alomg your intended
path. Grap connects the
mearkers in order, and
autarnatically caleulates the
distance.

A new “automatic roues”
feature helps improve
accuracy by reflecting the
added distance along curvy
paths, even when you drop
vour bread crumbs in a
siraight line.

With Gmap’s help, I met
two objectives for ney final
Tun during a visit to
Vancouver T needed to cap it
at four miles, and T wanted o
visit three venues for the 2000
Winter Games — the closest
I'd ewer get to the Olyroples.

The night before, I used my
hotel’s Wi-Fi connection to
plot a route that circled the
arenas for the opening and
closing ceremonies and ice
hiockey before taking me to
False Creek, whcrc]ﬁ'tc
housing for athletes js being
boilt.

T hit the “undo last podnt®
button several times to avoid
ﬁn&mtl eg 2 poate that would

we been too far or given me
top litle of the Olymgpdes.
Once I found a nice balance, T
hdE “gawe” to generate a
unique Web address [ can
keep and shase with others.

Earlier, in Los Angeles, the
auko-poute feature proved
useful in navigating the ourvy
paths along Southern
California's beaches, Gmap
alao knew [ showldn't Fun
through people's homes, so it
had me turn af the nearest
intersection

As Gmap automatically
filled out the rowte, its calous
lations were pretiy close: a
quarter-mile short of the 1502
miles reported by a G5 unit
I carried on the run.

T had to turn off that awtoe-
routing feature for my
Olyropies run, though.
Although Gmap was smart
enough to let me run the
WIOOE WAy 00 OOe-Way
streets, it didn't know all the
recreational paths I saw on
foUElST maps.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
0OM SCREEN: Thiz =creen
shot shows a jogging route
plotted wsing the anling
mapping tool Gmap-
Fedometer.com.
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AND JUSTICE FOR THEM: WMetallica, shown in a file phata, is the latest subjact for the popular “Guitar

Hero® wideo game franchise.

METAL MOVEMENT

Metallica gets
‘Guitar Hero’
treatment

BY MIKE SHIDER
Gannell Miws Senvic:

MNext up on the “Guitar Hero"
stage, enter Metallica,

The legendary hard rockers
are providing the latest riff on
"Guitar Hero,” with a game based
o thelr musie expected in atopes
during the first half of 2009 for
Xhox 360, Wi, PlayStation 3 and
P52 Mo price or rating has been
gef, but past *GH "games have
gold for 340 to 550 and have been
rated T for ages 13-up.

“Us being a pretty guitar-ori-
ented band, I think we were pret-
iy much destined to do some-
thing with “Guitar Hero,"" says
guitarist Kirk Hammett. *It's a
nabural sort of relationship. We
jumpad at the chanee"

“Giuitar Heroe Metallica™ playvs
out differently from “Guitar Hero:
Aerosmith”™ the first "GH" game
based on one band (feleaszed in
Jume ). “There's a historical elernent
involving some memorable gigs
we have played, but it's not some-
thing that follows & chromological
timeline to a T says deummes
Lars Ulrich. “We kind of wamnted it

CONTRIBLITED PHITIG

ROCK ON: Pictured is a screen shot from "Guitar Hera Il Lagence

of Riock.”

o be a little bit more sbout who we
are now than a who-we-were-in-
1985 type of thing™

After an opening set of two
Metallica songs — complete with
the 3-Dranimated band on-screen
— players take the role of a fledg-
ling group of rockers inspired o
create their own band. The story
line, Ulrich says, “is about help-
ing out a bunch of young dudes
b putb 3 band together to come
on the road with us”

Metallica i3 one of the few
bands worthy of a solo title, says
Luke Plunkett of game news site
Kotakw.com, “because they're
one of the few popular encugh —
and with a large encugh back cat-
alog — to make it a worthwhile
:'n?{:avm. A lot of their biggest
songs are bullt on Fast drums, fast

ERCIRE

guitars and epic solos, which
should make them more enjoy-
able to play"

Band members Hammett,
Ulrich, singer James Hetfield and
bassist Robert Trujille had a
motion-capture  performance
session to bring their 3-Ir charae-
ters to life. About 40 percent of
the 45-plus songs will be from
artists that influenced Metallica,
plaved concerts with them or
appeared onm 1998 covers album
“Garage Inc,” Among them:
Cueen, the Foo Fighters, Alice in
Chains, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Bob
Seger, Eyuss and Samhain,

“That is another cool facet of
“Guitar Hero,' " Hammett says.
“Younger kids are exposed o all
this great rock and heavy metal
they'd never be exposed o

CONTRBUTED PHOTOS

BEST-SELLER: A franchize that bagan in November 2005 far the PlayStation Il console, the six
‘Guitar Hero" titles that have been released 1o date, shown in chronolegical arder from left, have
sok mare than a combined 22 mallion copies and brought i mone than 51 BEon m revenus,

‘GH’ strikes right chord with Metallica

BY MIKE SHIDER
Gannel News Senvice

In the three years sinee “Guitar
Hero" stole the video-game stage,
fast-fingered players have bought
more than 22 million wundrs,

Now, Activision and developer
Meversoft are looking to kick the
franchise up a notch with “Casdtar
Hero: Metallica,” due early in
2009,

Metallics drummer Lars Ulrich,
guitarist Kirk Hammett and lead
designer Alan Flores talked about
the upcoming game;

QUESTION: How did this
game come abont?

FLORES: Their interest really
fueled it. Both Lars’ and (singer)
Jammes (Hetfield's) kids play “Gud-
tar Hero and they were really
excited about it They wanted to
i it and, of course, we wanted (o
dex it 50 bt meade sense,

ULRICH: I think my kids
decided for me. I was first intro-
duced to "Guitar Hers”™ in my
hose absout a vear ago by my kids
(soms, Myles, 10, and Layne, 7 he
also has a l<year-old son, Bryce,

with his girlfriend, actress Connie
Mielsen), They becams big fans of
Deep Purple and Black Sabbath
and all the bands I grew up on. It
seemed like this was the first
video game that really brought the
family together.

(): What is the story line#

FLORES: [t doesn't play out
chronslogically. We couldn’t do
that because then vou would play
something off of (the band's first
album from 1983) “Kill "Em All”
and you would throw the con-
troller against the wall and stop
Plaving, We have to do it based on
difficulty. (A the stat) you play
two songs a5 Metallica and you are
so Inapired by Metallica that you
decide to create your own band.
Then you follow Metallica armind
to all these lconke wenues they
have played.

HAMMETT: There is ons
venue called The Stone, & night-
club in San Francisco that we
woutld play regulady at the begin-
ning of cur career, and another in
Lomdon, the Hammersmith Odeon

(now called the Hammersmith
Apollo), we would play in the late
Bz, It's ndes to be able to teavel
back to that point in your career
and relive it in the game,

: Any tales you can share
about the motion-capture ses-
slon (where Metallica “per-
formed™ while wearing sensor-
laden skintight suits that relay
motion data to e omputers)?

ULRICH: We were standing
there with our tight rubber suits
on and those wires coming out of
every part of our bodies.

FLORES: They did six songs
tweo different ways, in the standard
stage and then the in-the-round
setup. To help them get into it, we
were all head-banging. At one
point, James turned to Kirk and he
goes, “Man, we are in a video
game!” It was pretty funny
becaizse we were sitting thers say-
ing, “Man, we are watching Metal-
lical™

HAMMETT: All of a sudden,
wee are "Cuitar Hero" people in the
ERITE.

PRODUCT

Mug warms drink
in car and at desk

A new mig on e markat
comis equipped with pligs that
enablke the devica o keap the
drink; inside vwarm, whathar tha
usmar's on the go o hard o work.

A 16 ounee heaker mug from
Prircess
Inbemational lne
comes with & car

oord that takes
engngy from a
| compuben
" Made of stairless
stesd, the handed mup features
g nubberized extarior finish. The
ity akso comes with & apill-
proot, press-on lid with a thumb
slide. The mug comes in red,
bilack or blue.
The davica retals for $15.55,
B cablecrganizencom

Paw Lane

Get Web mail
more easily

QUESTION: I have
severnl Web mail
accounts. Bot I'm tred of
visiting all those sites. I'd
like to have all of them
download

AMSWER: Your hest
option is a desktop e-mail
program. Try Microsoft's
Cutlook or Mozills's
Thunderbird, However, yous
e-mail providers may
reatrict vour abilicy to
download e=mail. They may
wank yout fo pay for the
privilege.

A few programs will help
you get around this, Try
Ypops of MePostman. IF youw
don't want to install multiple
programs, go with
ePrompter. It can manage up
o L6 e-rnall accounts. Links

io all of these are at
komando, commews.

E-runil qrasstions fo
restechiyes ganimetL oo,

GAMING
CORNER

P53 users can
finally go ‘Home’

Home, the social network
for PlayStatdon 3 users, has
finally arrived — at least in
part.

Soay has begun an open
beta test for anyone with a
PlayStation Metwork
account, so if you have an
Internet-connected P53,
vou've probably been invited
o join.

Unfortunately, unlocking
Home wasn't easy for a lot
of gamers, many of whom
got connectlon error mes-
sages when they clicked on
the Home icon that had
materialized on their P53
foolbar Sony atiributed ihe
problem to “overwhelming
demand® and said its pro-
Erammers were “working
arcund the clock to tackle
the lssues™

Omee you finally get inand
create your avatar, there are
just a few locations open for
aCtivity

Bevond a central plaza
where you can chat with oth-
er guinea pigs, there's a
bowling alley whers vou can
throw a few frames, shoot
some pool or play with a
selection of arcade games.

There's a mall where you
can buy clothes for your
avatar or furnlture for wour
private apartment. And
there's 3 mowvie theater
where vou can watch trailers
for movies of games,
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